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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

The purpose of this report is to seek Committee approval to proceed 
with current applications for the Commemorative Plaque scheme.

2. RECOMMENDATION(S)

It is recommended that the Committee agree:

 To note that the non standard plaque for James Clerk Maxwell 
will be replaced with a round commemorative plaque;

 To approve the current nominations for new Commemorative 
Plaques;

 To instruct officers to proceed with these nominations, pending 
relevant permission and funding guarantees.

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

All applicants to the Commemorative Plaque scheme agree to 
underwrite the manufacture and erection costs for proposed plaques, 
as per the plaque policy adopted by the Education and Leisure 
Committee in 2002. 

4. OTHER IMPLICATIONS

Nil.



5. BACKGROUND/MAIN ISSUES

The Education and Leisure committee adopted the following plaque 
policy for Commemorative Plaques in 2002:

 That the nominated person is worthy of commemoration, that 
they are of national or international standing or of such 
outstanding local importance as to deserve a plaque. They 
should be regarded either within their profession as eminent or 
be recognisable to the well-informed passer by.

 That the nomination is vetted by relevant museums and galleries 
officers and subject to final approval by the appropriate council 
committee.

 That the person or group who have made the nomination make 
available finance necessary to see the plaque created, shipped 
and installed. 

 That the person in question is dead and where appropriate any 
living relative has granted their consent to the erection of the 
plaque.

 That an appropriate location for the plaque has been found. 
Appropriate means that either the person lived within the 
building upon which the plaque will be fixed or they worked there 
for a significant period and that the location of the plaque is such 
that members of the public will normally be able to view it from a 
public road or street without needing to enter upon private 
property. It will be necessary to have permission from those 
either resident within that building or those who work there. 
Consent will also be required from those who own the building.

 That the plaque will conform to the normal dimensions of other 
commemorative plaques within Aberdeen City. That is to say 
that they are cast aluminium, round, 20 inches in diameter and 
with white raised lettering on a fawn background.

 That no notice of sponsorship will occur on the plaque. However 
notice of sponsorship will occur on the plaques information on 
the City Council's Corporate Website and in any forthcoming 
versions of the plaque leaflet. Aberdeen City Council will retain 
ownership of the plaque.

 That the wording on the plaque should be in normal English, 
with exceptions where a piece of fiction or such like is being 
indicated.

Following a request from the University of Aberdeen, the following 
existing plaque will be replaced by a round commemorative plaque, 
part of a national scheme from the Institute of Physics.  Aberdeen is the 
only city in Scotland to have two plaques sponsored by the Institute of 
Physics.

 James Clerk Maxwell (1831-1879) Pioneering physicist of 
electromagnetic radiation, molecular science and colourimetry.  



Proposal to replace the existing non-standard plaque on 131 
Union Street with a round commemorative plaque, as part of the 
national scheme run by the Institute of Physics. All relevant 
permissions secured.

The following applications have been received for Commemorative 
Plaques in 2016.  All nominations have been vetted by officers and 
meet the above criteria.  Final committee approval is now sought to 
proceed with the following nominations:

 Margaret Myles (1892-1988) Pioneer author and lecturer in 
midwifery.  Proposal for a round commemorative plaque at 
Aberdeen Maternity Hospital. All relevant permissions secured.

 G S McLennan (1883 – 1929) Gordon Highlanders Champion 
Piper, pre-eminent composer and bagpipe maker. Proposal for a 
round commemorative plaque at 2 Bath Street (McLennan 
commercial address). All relevant permissions secured.

 Dr Agnes Thomson (1880-1952) Anaesthetist, Lecturer and 
General Practitioner at Children’s hospital in Castle St, one of 
the first women in Aberdeen to gain 3 Degrees and a founder 
members of the Aberdeen Mother and Baby Home.  Proposal for 
a round commemorative plaque at 13 Albert Terrace 
(Thomson’s practice address). All relevant permissions secured.

 Nan Shepard (1893-1981) Celebrated Scottish author and poet. 
Proposal for a round commemorative plaque at 503 North 
Deeside Road, Cults (Shepard’s residential address) or St 
Andrews Street (place of work). Pending permission of building 
owner(s).

 Harriet Warrack (1825-1910) Founder of Albyn School. 
Proposal for a round commemorative plaque at 2 Queen's Gate 
(Warrack’s residential address). Pending permission of building 
owner(s).

 Annie Abernethie Quibell (1851-1927) Noted Egyptologist. 
Proposal for a round commemorative plaque at 13 Bon Accord 
Square (Quibell’s place of birth). Pending permission of building 
owner(s).

 Nora Christina Cobban Griffith (1870-1937) Noted 
Egyptologist. Proposal for a round commemorative plaque at 
Kings College (Griffith’s place of work). Pending planning 
permission and permission of building owner(s).

 Caroline Agnes Isabella Phillips Women’s Social & Political 
Union campaigner & secretary (Suffragette). Proposal for a 



round commemorative plaque at 14 View Terrace (Phillips’ 
residential address). Pending permission of building owner(s).

Further information on these individuals is available on request.

6. IMPACT

Improving Customer Experience –
Customers are better served by re-establishing a systematic and 
transparent process for approval of these permanent civic methods of 
recognition. Additional approved plaques throughout the city will 
improve public awareness of the national and international impact of 
people closely associated with Aberdeen.

Improving Staff Experience – 
Staff have a responsibility to respond in an appropriate and timely 
manner to public suggestions for new civic plaques. Committee 
approval enables staff responsible to meet the expectations of heritage 
partners and supportive customers. Increasing the number of civic 
plaques creates an increased network of points of interest for the 
tourism agenda. 

Improving our use of Resources – 
Proceeding promptly with this large batch of nominations will allow us 
to deal with batch orders, reducing the overall staff time required.

Corporate – 
The commemorative plaque scheme supports the following aims of 
Aberdeen – the Smarter City:
We will embrace the distinctive pride the people of Aberdeen take in 
their city and work with them to enhance the sense of well-being here, 
building strong communities which look out for, and look after one 
another.
Working with our third, public and private sector partners, we will 
provide opportunities for lifelong learning which will develop knowledge, 
skills and attributes of our citizens to enable them to meet the changing 
demands of the 21st century.

Public – 
Public interest in the Commemorative Plaque scheme remains high, as 
evidenced by the large number of nominations received this year.  This 
is due to continued interest in local history and particularly in the 
successful individuals associated with the city historically.

7. MANAGEMENT OF RISK

Not proceeding with these nominations carries a medium risk of 
negative reputational damage.



8. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Education and Leisure Committee in May and August 2002.

9. REPORT AUTHOR DETAILS
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